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The ethos and thrust of Humanities at UKZN is the
integration of teaching and  learning, research and
community engagement, prioritising democracy, teacher
development , rural education, and enhancing
interdisciplinary research and collaboration in the University
and internationally. The Humanities describes itself as “the
soul of the University” and as an intellectual home for
critical thought, understanding social reality and human
development and behaviour.

The Gandhi-Luthuli Chair of Peace Studies is an historic
initiative between UKZN and India to embed the legacy
and philosophies of two human beings in the knowledge
domain. The legacy of the two human beings was their
passionate commitment to peace.  Advocacy for peace
social justice, and objection to subjugation is part of the
legacy and values they stood for.

The struggle in South Africa was fundamentally about
creating a just, humane society. India played a critical and
supportive role in our struggle and continues to be a

partner in promoting the culture of mutual respect and
co-existence. The Chair is appropriately placed within the
Humanities. The critical mass for the intellectual, research
teaching projects and community links for advancing a
just and humane society is in the Humanities.

The Gandhi-Luthuli Chair has a strong potential to create
a major portal for intellectual and scholarship activities
between UKZN in South Africa and India. This Chair driven
from the School of Politics, will provide intellectual spaces
for enquiry and studies on the Gandhi and Luthuli thought
in disciplines such as History, Economics, Politics
Development Studies, Social Work, Psychology
specialisations in Theology and Religion, Education
Communication Studies, Philosophy and Ethics, Law and
Ethics and many others at UKZN.

Professor Fikile NM Mazibuko

Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of the College of Humanities

The installation of Gandhi-Luthuli Chair of Peace Studies
in the University of KwaZulu-Natal marks a significant
milestone in the development of bilateral co-operation
for higher education.  It is the fruit of close collaboration
between UKZN, a prestigious university of South Africa
and the Indian Council of Cultural Relations. It was
facilitated pro-actively by the High Commission of India
to South Africa and our Consulate General in Durban.
The presence of H.E. Mr Anand Sharma, India’s Minister
of State for External Affairs, at the inaugural event reflects
the commitment of the Government of India to mutually
beneficial co-operation of this kind.

Relations between India and South Africa are not just
between two governments; they link two important nations
which share an abiding affinity, moulded for long by a set
of shared ideas, ideals and icons.  The Chair of Peace
Studies is but the latest manifestation of this deep and
enriching linkage.

We are confident that the Chair will make a lasting
contribution towards sensitizing the youth of today - and
the leaders of tomorrow - about what Mahatma Gandhi
and Inkosi Albert Luthuli stood for. The Chair is uniquely
bestowed with the ideals of the two great world leaders
whose names it carries. Non-violence, peace, social
harmony and inclusive development are among the key
principles that should continue to inspire the present and
future generations.

We felicitate UKZN for launching a historic project, and
we assure it of our continued co-operation.

His Excellency Mr RK Bhatia

High Commissioner of India

I had the privilege to sign, on behalf of the Indian Council
for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Memorandum of
Understanding which established the Gandhi-Luthuli Chair
of Peace Studies, with Professor MW Makgoba, Vice-
Chancellor of the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN)
in New Delhi on 17 September 2007. It therefore gives

me great pleasure that the Chair is being formally launched
at a ceremony at UKZN.

The establishment of the Chair of Peace Studies is the
first project of its kind that the ICCR has undertaken
anywhere in the world. The Chair draws its inspiration

Indian Council for Cultural Relations
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The formal inauguration of the Gandhi-Luthuli Chair of
Peace Studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN)
is a significant development in the annals of academic
co-operation between India and South Africa.  While the
proposal was initiated some ten years ago, it is only in the
last 18 months that accelerated activity between UKZN
and the ICCR, facilitated by the High Commission and
Consulate General of India, culminated in the establishment
of the Chair. The presence of noted Indian academic and
Gandhian scholar, Professor John Moolakkattu, to head
the Chair, is a concrete manifestation of its functioning.

The lives of the two great leaders whose ideals and
principles inspired the creation of the Chair of Peace
Studies juxtaposed together in the very area where the
Chair is going to be formally established. Mahatma Gandhi
spent 21 of the most formative years of his life in Durban
and the Phoenix Settlement. Inkosi Albert Luthuli also
lived in Groutville not far from Durban, inspiring his
followers in South Africa and all over the world with his

vision of a democratic and non-racial South Africa secured
through peaceful means.  The first Indian immigrant arrived
at the shores of Durban some 150 years ago.  Since then
the South African Indian community has been a vital
bridge between the country of its citizenship and country
of origin.

The Chair of Peace Studies is a fine example of the close
linkages between India and South Africa, focusing as it
does on the very areas, peace and non violence, that
underpin the historical and ideological nature of the
relationship.  The significance of the inaugural event on
September 18, 2008 is underscored by the high-level
participation on both sides. It is an honour to have His
Excellency Mr Anand Sharma, Minister of State for External
Affairs of India represent the Government of India at the
inaugural function.
     
His Excellency Mr Harsh Vardhan Shringla

Consul General of India
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The Gandhi-Luthuli Chair of Peace Studies is a huge boost
to ongoing efforts by many scholars at UKZN working on
the array of issues and challenges related to sustainable
peace. Given its University-wide mandate as well as its
multi-disciplinary character, the Chair will not only be
instrumental in articulating and harmonising peace-related
offerings at UKZN but will also provide a hub around
which we can build a strong, nationally and regionally
relevant, and internationally respected peace studies
programme.

The Chair’s location within the School of Politics is
not only a recognition of the decisive role of political
decision-making in influencing and shaping social
environments (in all of its manifestations) but also a
mandate to build a programme of studies that is attractive
relevant and excellent.

The School of Politics accepts this responsibility mindful
that it requires great effort and commitment to the ideals

spelt out in UKZN’s vision and the College of Humanities’
mission of excellence in African scholarship.  To this end
the School of Politics and the Gandhi-Luthuli Chair will
build a two-track programme in International Relations
and Peace Studies, which will offer a full range of degrees
by drawing principally and initially on existing resources
within the University. With students drawn locally and
continentally, the School of Politics will look to put in
place innovative arrangements and strategic partnerships
with sister regional institutions that will facilitate staff
exchanges and collaborative supervisions. The expectation
is that such arrangements will serve not only to broaden
and enhance the quality of our offerings but also to deepen
national and regional capacities in the cognate areas of
international relations and peace studies.

Professor Ufo Uzodike

Head of the School of Politics

from two of the greatest leaders of our respective countries
and indeed of all humanity, to promote and propagate
the values and principles of peace and nonviolence.
It represents a significant step forward in the academic
co-operation between India and South Africa.

I would like to wish the first incumbent to head the Chair

Professor John Moolakkattu, all success in his functioning
and responsibilities. I have no doubt that the Chair will be
highly successful in facilitating greater interest in Peace
Studies in South Africa and abroad.

Dr Pavan K Varma, Director General/Additional
Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs
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The Gandhi-Luthuli Chair of Peace Studies incumbent, Professor John S Moolakkattu, developed an interest
in the teachings of Gandhi while reading for his Masters degree in Politics at the Jawaharlal Nehru University.

“Gandhi engaged in conflict in a controlled manner. He had a special skill to bring out latent conflicts, and
he aimed at achieving deeper transformation than mere settlement of disputes, which is built on the
foundations of a relational world view”, he says.

One of Professor Moolakkattu’s tasks over the next year is to design a Master’s Programme in Peace Studies
at UKZN within the disciplines of Political Science and International Relations, Law, Social Work, Development
Studies, Psychology and Education.  In the first months of his appointment he has been teaching an Honours-
level course on Global Governance and African Political Economy at the School of Politics. He plans to devise
teaching modules and programmes for Peace Studies that incorporate the day-to-day conflict experienced
in society.

Professor Moolakkattu said: “I’m happy I was selected [for] … this Chair from 44 applicants. I consider it to
be an honour, and I’m aware, this imposes certain responsibilities on me, the fulfillment of which would be
my priority as the Chair holder.”

Professor Moolakkattu has taught postgraduate courses in Gandhian Studies, Peace Studies and Development
Studies at the Mahatma Gandhi University in Kerala for the past 20 years. Following a PhD in International
Relations, he has undertaken research on decentralisation and participatory planning, conflict resolution
gender issues and political and international theory. He was a Commonwealth Fellow at Lancaster University
and a Fulbright Visiting Lecturer at the Centre for Justice and Peace Building, Eastern Mennonite
University, USA.

He has written two books, and had more than 50 research articles published in reputed journals over the
past 25 years including: Gandhi Marg, the topmost journal in Gandhian Studies (which he also edits);
International Studies; Indian Journal of Gender Studies; Public Administration and Development (UK); Cooperation
and Conflict (UK); Economic and Political Weekly; Peace Review (USA) and Asian Journal of Women Studies (USA).

His most recent works for publication are the addition of four chapters to the revised edition of a book titled:
Mahatma: The Apostle of Applied Human Ecology and six entries in two Encyclopedias to be published by
Oxford in 2009.

Professor and Chair
Gandhi-Luthuli Peace Studies

Professor John Moolakkattu



The concept of the Gandhi-Luthuli Chair was initiated at the former University of Durban-Westville.
When the Universities of Natal and Durban-Westville merged to form UKZN, the idea was in keeping with
one of the Institution’s strategic goals - African-Led Globalization. The Gandhi-Luthuli Chair is one of the
four critical and historic chairs that are pursued in the College of Humanities as a scholarly activity to embed
the legacy of Albert Luthuli and Mahatma Gandhi in the knowledge domain, with a strong focus on
peace studies.

In May 2007, His Excellency Harsh Shringla, the Consul General of India met with the Vice-Chancellor
Professor Makgoba, Professor Fikile Mazibuko (Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Head of the College of
Humanities) and Professor Dasarath Chetty (Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Corporate Relations). A conceptual
discussion paper, in line with the mission and vision of UKZN, was presented by Professor Mazibuko on
behalf of Humanities.  The concept paper was enriched by the inputs of the sub-committee in the College
of Humanities. The Government of India, through the Office of Consul General in Durban and the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) played a vital role in generating the Memorandum of Agreement  that
was signed in New Delhi  in September 2007.

The Gandhi-Luthuli Chair of Peace Studies is located in the
School of Politics in the College of Humanities at the

University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN)

A Brief History

Signing of the MoU in New Delhi: UKZN Vice-Chancellor, Professor Malegapuru Makgoba; Pro-Vice-Chancellor
Corporate Relations, Professor Dasarath Chetty; President of the ICCR Dr Karan Singh; and ICCR Director General
Dr Pavan K Varma.
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In terms of the MoA between the ICCR and UKZN, the University became the first academic institution
in South Africa to initiate such a Chair between the two countries. The incumbent of the Chair would come
from India and be appointed at the level of full professor for a period of two years. The University will ensure
continuity of this historic endeavour between India and South Africa.

This will be a Chair which is transdisciplinary, engaging with issues that touch on human rights, philosophy
language, history and morality in civil society. UKZN envisages that this will be a permanent Chair, with the
possibility of establishing a Centre for Asian Studies.

The Gandhi-Luthuli Peace Chair seeks to commemorate those who fought against the apartheid regime
and to foster principles of peace and non-violence. It aims to engage on issues relating to humans rights
philosophy, language, history and morality in civil society through teaching and research.

Rationale for the Chair

       • Peace and conflict resolution is part of the renewal of societies, the promotion of democracy and
the tradition of human rights globally and in Africa in particular.

       • There is a rich history between India and South Africa. This includes a shared vision on human rights
and democracy. India played an important role in supporting the liberation struggle against 
apartheid and promoting a culture of respect and co-existence amongst nations.

       • Regional integration in Africa requires a strong tradition of understanding conflict and sustaining 
peace and development initiatives.

       • A Gandhi-Luthuli Chair of Peace Studies will enrich and shape the content of UKZN’s curricula, 
transformation agenda, and discourse on history, culture, critical thought, and ethical responsibilities
in academia and through community engagement.

The Gandhi-Luthuli Chair will focus on postgraduate studies and provide opportunities for significant and
pioneering research. The Chair reflects and represents the University’s growing internationalisation. It also
creates an academic space for articulating and sustaining the growing demand for a relevant curriculum of
African-Asian Studies and a multi-cultural experience at UKZN.

Professor John Moolakkuttu joined the University on 1 July 2008. Professor Moolakkuttu is a Gandhian
and Development Studies scholar, with a deep understanding of Luthuli’s  political life and work.  He has
been nominated for, and received numerous awards including the Commonwealth Academic Staff Scholarship
Fellowship UGC Research Award in Political Science and a Fulbright Visiting Lectureship.

Professor N M Mazibuko
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ICCR visit. From left, Professor Michael Green, Professor Ufo Uzodike (HoS: Politics)
Professor Fikile Mazibuko (DVC and HoC: Humanities), Mr A Das (ICCR), Professor R Vithal, and
Professor D McCracken (Dean: HDSS).

Professor Michael Green, Professor Fikile Mazibuko and
Shri Ashok Das: part of the selection team for the Gandhi-Luthuli Chair:
New Delhi, 7 February 2008.

Left to Right: Member of ICCR
Mr Amit Mathur, Shri Ashok Das
Professor Ufo Uzodike and Professor
Michael Green at ICCR, New Delhi.
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His expulsion from the first class compartment of a train at the Pietermaritzburg Station on the basis of
colour, soon after arriving in South Africa in 1893 convinced Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi to remain in
the country and fight for the emancipation of South African Indians.

Born in Porbander, India, the lawyer arrived in South Africa at the age of 23 to defend the case of a client
merchant Dada Abdulla. He was to remain for 21 years.

In 1893 a Bill was promulgated to remove Indians from the Natal Parliamentary Voter’s Roll. Gandhi gathered
500 signatures for a petition which he presented to the British Colonial Secretary.

It was upon Gandhi’s suggestion the Natal Indian Congress (NIC) was established in 1894, providing a
political voice for the Indian community. In the same year, Gandhi was admitted as an Advocate of the
Supreme Court of Natal and provided legal services to the community’s “trading class”.

In 1904 Gandhi established the newspaper The Indian Opinion to mobilise the Indian community against
discriminatory laws. He ploughed most of his earnings as a lawyer into the newspaper. In 1906 he bought
100 acres of land north of Durban on which he established the communal Phoenix Settlement.
Indentured labourers assisted with the development of the land.
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However, it is for his Satyagraha (Passive Resistance) Campaign initiated in South Africa in1907
against the discriminatory Asian Registration Bill that Gandhi is best known. While he paid
a heavy price, serving prison sentences and suffering ill-treatment, it was a philosophy
that resulted in Gandhi winning many `battles’ not only in South Africa but in India
and England as well.

Satyagraha marches resumed in the Transvaal in 1913 after the Government rescinded
a decision to suspend taxes against Indian labourers. After serving nine months in
prison for protesting this decision, Gandhi was released in December 1913.
He left South Africa in 1914 after achieving an agreement on this issue.

In India alone, ten museums and pillars have been dedicated to Gandhi and his
life’s work. Outside of India, there are about 30 Gandhian Institutes promoting the
philosophy and work of Gandhi.
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Albert John Mvumbi Luthuli was born in 1898 in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and raised by parents with
very strong Christian convictions.

Luthuli came from a long lineage of chiefs. His grandfather, Ntaba Luthuli was elected Chief of Groutville
in 1860.

Following his father’s death in 1908, Luthuli’s mother returned with her children to the Umvoti Reserve
in Groutville. He trained as a teacher in Edendale near Pietermaritzburg and Adams College in Amanzimtoti.

In 1933 the elders of the tribe, together with local white missionaries, approached Luthuli to consider
succeeding his uncle as Chief. He assumed the chieftainship in1935. The more insight he acquired into local
government, the more he understood the plight of ordinary African people under apartheid, the obduracy
of the white civil service, and the use of diplomacy when dealing with government officials and how to be
resolute in the face of their intransigence.

Luthuli joined the African National Congress (ANC) in 1945. In 1951 he was elected to the presidency of
the African National Congress yaseNatal.  As a result of his ANC work, the government deposed him from
the chieftainship. In December 1952 at a conference of the ANC, Luthuli was elected president-general
to replace Dr JS Moroka. The defining moments of Luthuli’s leadership of the liberation struggle were
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during the 1950s. The decade was marked by militant mass struggles in the shape of the Defiance Campaign
the Stay-at-Home strikes, the bus boycott, the mass campaign against passes for women, the struggle
against Bantu Education, the workers’ struggle for a pound-a-day minimum wage and host of local struggles.

In 1953 Luthuli was banned for one year from attending any political or public gatherings and prohibited
from entering any major cities. Thus began a decade of harassment, imprisonment and restrictions aimed
at demoralizing all democrats and freedom fighters.  He was arrested along with 155 others and charged
with treason in December 1956. After being held in prison for a year during the preliminary hearings, he
was released in December 1957 and the charges against him and 64 others were dropped. Luthuli’s return
to active leadership of the ANC in 1958 was cut short by the imposition of a third banning order.

When the Nobel Peace Prize
Committee decided to confer the
Nobel Peace Prize on Luthuli in 1961
the whole world saw this as an act of
solidarity with the struggle for freedom
in South Africa.
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